
INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE #IMC22
SEPTEMBER 11 - 15 2022

>> SYNTHESIZE MOUNTAINS OF KNOWLEDGE <<

Submitted Abstract ID IMC22-FSAbstr-

First Author
First Name
Last Name

Submitting Author
First Name
Last Name

Correspondence
Co-Authors
>> E-Mails will be not listed

Organisations

Country
Region

Title

Keywords

Type List Of Focus Session

Focus Session ID

Research Area Mountain Regions
Innrain 52f
6020 Innsbruck
Austria

WWW.IMC2022.INFO imc2022@uibk.ac.at
+43 512 507 54442

1 of 2

396

Emma (1)
Gamba

Emma
Gamba

emma.gamba@imbe.fr

Isoardi, Delphine (2); Talon, Brigitte (1)

1: Institut Méditerranéen de Biodiversité et d'Ecologie (IMBE) UMR CNRS
7263, France
2: Centre Camille Jullian (CCJ) UMR 7299, France

France

Western Europe

Forest Dynamic And Human Activities In The Southern French Alps: The
Example Of The Faillefeu Forest (Prads-Haute-Bléone, Alpes De Haute
Provence).

Historical Ecology, Pedoanthracology, Forest Dynamic, Human Activities,
Interdisciplinary Approach

29



INTERNATIONAL MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE #IMC22
SEPTEMBER 11 - 15 2022

>> SYNTHESIZE MOUNTAINS OF KNOWLEDGE <<

Abstract

Research Area Mountain Regions
Innrain 52f
6020 Innsbruck
Austria

WWW.IMC2022.INFO imc2022@uibk.ac.at
+43 512 507 54442

2 of 2

Today more than ever, we need to learn from the past to anticipate the
future. Here we propose an historical ecology focus on the Faillefeu
forest, which is a typical example of what we could call an "old growth
forest". Since at least the Middle Ages, it has been exploited by humans
for various uses (sylvo-pastoralism, firewood, export for shipyards) and it
is today left to evolve freely without any particular management. We aim
to reconstruct the role of human activities in the establishment of the
structure and biodiversity of the Faillefeu forest over the long term
(from prehistory to modern times) by an interdisciplinary approach
between paleo-environmental (pedoanthracology) and historical data.
Thanks to a large corpus of historical data (ONF archives, RTM, maps, and
archaeological surveys), the human presence is well known in this forest
since at least the 10th century. However, the impact of these activities
on forest trajectories remains unknown. Moreover, the archives mention
the presence of beech and fir trees, the current forest of Faillefeu is
composed of fir and spruce in its lower part and of larch and Scots pine
in its upper part, some of which are several hundred years old. But the
beech is absent today. In order to compensate the lack of
paleoenvironmental data and to try to provide some answers about the
forest dynamics of the forest, two transects of pedoanthracological pits
were made along an altitudinal gradient and arranged in opposition to
the slope. The soil-anthracological analyses are currently being
processed and will determine if the past forest composition is the same
as today. The objective is to assess the resilience of this forest faced
with multi-century exploitation. Finally, the presence of beech is also
sought to be demonstrated.


