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Mountain ecosystems are centres of cultural and biological diversity, and
provide vital ecosystem services (including water, food, income, and
protection from natural disasters) both in mountain communities and far
beyond. However, the costs of conserving biodiversity may be incurred
at different scales and locations than the benefits from resulting
ecosystem services. This means we need to explicitly account for
synergies and tradeoffs between biodiversity conservation and other
Sustainable Development Goals (such as eliminating poverty and food
insecurity) at different scales. Here, we synthesise insights from
database analyses, expert surveys, literature reviews, and household
questionnaires to uncover the challenges faced in conserving mountain
ecosystems generally, and in particular, pathways for synergistic
nature-based solutions and adaptation strategies in mountains in
Tanzania, Bolivia, and Nepal.


